
 
 

Opponents of Catch Shares Urged to Contact their Representative 

Immediately to Support Jones Amendment 
 
WASHINGTON - Feb. 16, 2011 - Congressman Walter Jones (R-NC) has filed an anti-
catch shares amendment to H.R. 1 - the Fiscal Year 2011 Continuing Resolution which will 
fund the federal government through the remainder of Fiscal Year 2011 (i.e. September 30, 
2011).  
  
Amendment #548 was printed in the Congressional Record today.  The amendment would 
prohibit NOAA from spending any money on the development and approval of new catch 
share programs in fisheries under the jurisdiction of the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, 
Mid-Atlantic and New England Fishery Management.  It does NOT affect anything on the 
West Coast or Alaska.   
 
This amendment could come up for floor consideration, and potentially a vote, this evening 
or tomorrow.   
 
Mr. Jones asks industry members who support his amendment to contact their Member of 
Congress in the House of Representatives and urge them to support the Jones Amendment 
#548 to block funding for catch shares. 
 
If you would like to support Mr. Jones, but do not know who represents you in Congress,  
this link from the House of Representatives will assist you: 
 
http://www.house.gov/zip/ZIP2Rep.html 

 
 

 
 

Nine Senators and Congressmen Urge Obama 

Administration to Consider Alternatives to Catch Shares 

  

Lawmakers say NOAA should not commit $54 million to Catch 

Shares before committing funds to assess fishery stocks. 

  
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Feb. 16, 2011 - U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) today led a 
bipartisan, bicameral group of lawmakers in urging the Department of Commerce to 
consider alternatives to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) 
National Catch Share Program. In a letter to Commerce Secretary Gary Locke, the 
Members of Congress said the policy endangers the fishing industry and asked him to 



consider alternative fishery management techniques. 
  
Hagan sent the letter along with Sens. Charles Schumer (D-NY), Richard Burr (R-NC), 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), and Scott Brown (R-MA), and Reps. Barney Frank (D-MA), 
Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Walter Jones (R-NC) and Mike McIntyre 
(D-NC).  
  
"The fishing industry is a crucial part of our nation's economy, but in these tough economic 
times, too many fishermen are struggling to provide for themselves, their families, and their 
communities," the lawmakers wrote. "We write to express our concern that the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) catch share policy will further 
endanger the economic vitality of the already-struggling fishing industry and will not end 
overfishing, and to urge NOAA to consider other well-established fishery management 
techniques."    
  
NOAA has requested $54 million to encourage the adoption of catch share programs but 
has not committed the necessary funds to assessing fishery stocks, as it isrequired to do 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Act. The members said in their letter that NOAA must do this 
assessment before even considering a new fishery management tool that does not have 
broad-based support from the fishing industry. 
  
"Honest fishermen work very hard to make a living in our states every day," the Members 
of Congress wrote. "For them and for our economy, we must institute fishery management 
tools that enhance the industry's vitality, not diminish it." 

 
 
 


