SCOPING FOR THE CORAL
FISHERY MANAGEMENT
PLAN

The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is speed-
ing toward another massive
closure for commercial fisher-
men by using coral as a way to
remove the few remaining fish-
ermen. The South Atlantic
Council has already used coral
to stop fishing in thousands of
square miles. The large closed
area is a scam perpetrated by
interests who want all fishing to
stop.

There are significant areas from
Key West to Virginia where
coral grows, but coral does not
grow everywhere. Knowledge-
able fishermen believe major
coral areas might be found in
20% of the closed area. Instead
of identifying the major coral
areas and opening up other
fishable portions of the South
Atlantic Ocean, this latest effort
could close most of the rock
shrimp and Royal red shrimping
grounds and destroy more jobs
in the South Atlantic. The cur-
rent administration talks about
creating jobs for the nation,
while destroying as many fish-
ing jobs as possible.

The shrimp industry advisory
committees were not even al-
lowed to discuss such a draco-
nian proposal. The message is
the South Atlantic Council does
not give a whit about fisher-
men’s knowledge and recom-
mendations. Bypassing discus-
sion with the industry most af-
fected by the coral preservation
plan is opposite of why the
Magnuson Act was created in
the first place.
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A CULTURE WORTH SAVING

A Culture Worth Saving, by Robert P.
Jones, has been published and is available
at Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble and
will be on Kindle and e-books soon. This
book is about Florida fishermen and sea-
food leaders, mostly in the years before the
industry was removed from legislative
oversight. It is an easy read and is the first
in a trilogy Jones hopes to write. It's mostly
non-confrontational.

http://outskirtspress.com/
bookstore/9781432783082.html
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SFA GEARING UP FOR WASHINGTON
DC RALLY IN MARCH

Permit are confirmed for a Keep Fish-
ermen Fishing Rally in DC on March
21, 2012 asking members of Con-
gress to stop NOAA and the Councils
from further destroying the US fishing
industry. They need to support an
amendment allowing flexibility in the
Magnuson Act. Most professional fish-
ing organizations, commercial and
recreational, organized and managed
by fishermen/dealers will be in atten-
dance to demand fairness from the
Obama administration and NOAA.

EDF and PEW will have their fisher-
men at the Capitol after we leave to
oppose our call for flexibility, but they
cannot stop us from making the trip
and giving testimony to all who will
listen. Nationwide industry participa-
tion brings attention to members of
Congress about how the fishing indus-
try is harmed by environmental non-
profits setting federal fishing policies.

Buses will be available in several
states. Their locations and times of
departure will be listed on the KFF
web site. Everyone is invited to take a
walk for fishing flexibility at the U.S.
Capitol on March 21 during the Keep
Fishermen Fishing rally. Be there.



http://outskirtspress.com/bookstore/9781432783082.html
http://outskirtspress.com/bookstore/9781432783082.html
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Get on board with a
winner!l JOIN SFA
TODAY. Be a giver
and not a taker.
Put something back
into your industry.

WILL OBAMA’S STREAMLIN-
ING AGENCY PLAN SAVE OR
DESTROY U.S. FISHING?

President Obama announced
on Monday, January the 17",
2012 that he will consolidate
several government agencies.
His first change involves merg-
ing six major trade and busi-
ness agencies into one and
eliminating the Commerce De-
partment. The reorganization
rhetoric claims a $3 billion sav-
ing over 10 years and would
reduce bureaucracy by stream-
lining services for businesses.
Anyone who believes this will
reduce bureaucracy is not pay-
ing attention to what is happen-

ing.

NOAA goes back to the Interior
Department from which fisher-
ies came when the Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries was
abolished in 1970. Major policy
decisions have already been
made. Nothing this far-reaching
sees the light of day until
hoards of political word wizards
have had their hand on the
computer keyboard. Is this
where the new Ocean Initiative
that divides the oceans up into
sectors will be housed? Has the
groundwork been laid to abolish
the fishery management coun-
cils and put fish management in
the hands of Ocean Initiative
appointees? Would manage-
ment by a few elite people with-
out Congressional overview be
classified as an oligarchy?

Everyone who earns a living
from the sea whether commer-
cial, charter boat or sport fish-
ing should read the full details
of the “streamlining plan.” The
details are where the devil lives.
The Obama plan, if approved
by Congress which seems
likely, will move at lightning
speed. The livelihood of thou-
sands of fishermen and the
economic well-being of hun-
dreds of coastal communities
are at risk. Research this effort,
please.

RED SNAPPPER REAWOCATION DISCUSSED AT
GOM COUNCIL MEETING

Dr. Roy Crabtree told the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council members and audience
that under the present status of the Gulf red
snapper management plan the recreational sea-
son isn't likely to be extended. He mentioned
other actions might help the recreational sector
get more days at sea.

At some point in the discussion, Dr. Bob Shipp
(Alabama recreational member) offered the CCA
position of taking fish away from the well-
managed sector (commercial fishermen who
catch red snapper for the public without boats)
and giving the public’s share of red snapper to
the recreational sector, which is managed under
a flawed creel-type program that says anglers
overfish their quota each year. Dr. Abele (Florida
recreational member) joined Dr. Shipp according
to an Alabama newspaper saying, “The feds are
going to have a hard time shrinking the fishery
any further. The value of the recreational fishery
to the state’s economies is too high. Red Snap-
per are key to that.”

If the recreational sector has a 40 day season
now, continually catching over their quota and if
the council gave all the public’s red snapper
(professionally harvested) to them maybe they
would have an 80 red snapper fishing day sea-
son for a year. If the actual catch showed they
are catching more than is currently being
counted, maybe they would be back to a 40 day
season. If CCA got that done the general public
would be banned from eating Gulf of Mexico red
snapper unless they caught it. How would a ban
on red snapper sit with restaurants, processors
and all citizens who expect fairness in the man-
agement of their fisheries? How would it help to
close all commercial fishing businesses who are
harvesting within their quota and obeying other
stringent requirements of the reef fish fishery
management plan?

The allocation of red snapper between CCA folks
and professional commercial fishermen, who
deliver fish to non-anglers, is based on historical
landings, the same as king mackerel, grouper
and amberjack. Do the CCA reallocaters want all
those fish too? Actually they probably do, but the
Magnuson Act will not allow it.

CCA TRYING TO STEAL THE PEOPLE’S FISH IN
NORTH CAROLINA...AGAIN

The Coastal Conservation Association
(CCA) is up to its old tricks of stealing the
people’s fish and calling it conservation or
economic improvement. CCA is a step up
from the “have more’s.” They are the “have
all” entity.

Their NC legislator said pleasure fishing is
worth much more to North Carolina than
commercial fishing, because the commercial
catch of a red drum is worth a mere $1.50
per pound while a pleasure caught red drum
is worth $300 a pound. The old adage of,
“Figures don't lie, but liars figure,” comes to
mind. Does CCA’s legislator really think the
value of seafood stops at the unloading
dock? That's what CCA “economists” want
the world to believe, but it's pure heifer dust.

Representative McCormick (R-NC) didn’t
mention the $1.50 per pound paid to the fish-
ermen will triple many times as the fish
moves through the market from boat to
throat. He didn’t mention commercial fishing
creates wealth, while CCA fishing expends
wealth earned somewhere else. He didn’t
mention this is just the continuation of the
power grab from a Texas based group dedi-
cated to stealing all the fish, either by making
them a game fish or changing allocations
between anglers and consumers. Their plan
of action doesn’t include any attempt to
working with seafood producers. There plan
is to push for everything over and over, and
are glad “to eat the elephant one bite at a
time” as previously articulated by their lobby
ists.

There is no conservation aspect in destroy-
ing seafood producers. It’s just pure greed.
It's another example of wealthy Wall Street
types and politically enhanced folks sticking
it to the rest of the state. Hopefully there are
enough honest legislators in the North Caro-
lina General Assembly who will recognize
the heifer dust being spread by CCA.

NEW DAY DAWNING FOR NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY. IS IT AGENDA 21?

Read the preliminary report and see what you think and will it in fact replace the fishery management

council system within a decade?

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ceq/

national ocean policy draft implementation plan 01-12-12.pdf

Call SFA (850) 224-0612



http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ceq/national_ocean_policy_draft_implementation_plan_01-12-12.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ceq/national_ocean_policy_draft_implementation_plan_01-12-12.pdf
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TEN POINTS TO KNOW ABOUT PRESIDENT
OBAMA'’S PLAN TO GIVE OCEAN MANAGEMENT
TO THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS TO IMPLEMENT
THE UNITED NATION'’S AGENDA 21

President Obama’s re-
cently signed Executive
Order 13547 unilaterally
implements a National
Ocean Policy without
Congressional approval
or specific statutory au-
thority. This policy is a
new regulatory layer that
could significantly impact
the way we use and
manage our oceans and
is another example of the
Obama Administration
imposing burdensome
federal regulations and
policies that could hinder economic growth and harm job
creation. In addition, the Administration is implementing a
mandatory Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning initiative
to 'zone' the oceans.

Top 10 Points to Know About the President’'s Executive
Order and 'Ocean Zoning'

1. Lacks Congressional Authorization. In four separate Con-
gresses, legislation has been introduced to implement simi-
lar far-reaching ocean policies, and to-date NO bill has
passed the House or been reported out of a Committee.

2. Unilateral Action. The Obama Administration has failed
to cite any specific statutory authority for the Coastal and
Marine Spatial Planning initiative. Instead, it throws up a
smokescreen list of all statutes that impact the oceans and
claims that is their authority.

3. Imposes Ocean Zoning. The Coastal and Marine Spa-
tial Planning initiative is entirely new; Mandatory Ocean
zoning that involves up to 27 Federal agencies and will
cost the taxpayers millions, if not billions, in Federal
spending. This initiative could place huge portions of the
ocean off limits to all types of recreational and commercial
activities.

4. Threatens American Jobs. Ocean zoning' has the potential
to damage sectors such as agriculture, commercial and rec-
reational fishing, construction, manufacturing, marine,
commerce, mining, oil and natural gas, renewable energy,
recreational boating, and waterborne transportation, among
others. These industries support tens of millions of jobs and
contribute trillions of dollars to the U.S. economy.

5. Far-Reaching Impacts Not Limited to the Ocean. This new
'ocean zoning' authority would allow Federally-dominated
Regional Planning Bodies to reach as far inland as it
deems necessary to protect ocean ecosystem health. It
specifically mentions the Great Lakes and could poten-
tially impact all activities that occur on lands adjacent to rivers,
tributaries or watersheds that drain into the ocean.

6. Creates More Bureaucracy. The Executive Order creates:
10 National Policies; a 27-member National Ocean Council;
an 18-member Governance Coordinating Committee; and 9
Regional Planning Bodies. This has led to an additional: 9
National Priority Objectives; 9 Strategic Action Plans; 7 Na-
tional Goals for Coastal Marine Spatial Planning; and 12
Guiding Principles for Coastal Marine Spatial Planning to be
created.

7. Tool for Litigation. The 'ocean zoning' initiative involves
vague and undefined objectives, goals, and policies that
can be used as fodder for lawsuits to stop or delay Fed-
erally-permitted activities. This initiative is poised to become
a litigation nightmare.

8. New Cost to Taxpayers. This new policy will affect al-
ready budget-strapped agencies such as NOAA, Department
of Commerce, Department of the Interior, EPA, Department of
Transportation, USDA, Homeland Security, and the Army
Corps of Engineers. As federal budgets are reduced, it is
unclear how much funding the agencies are taking from
existing programs to develop and implement this new initia-
tive.

9. Those Impacted by Requlations Need Not Apply. The
Regional Planning Bodies, created by the 'ocean zoning'
initiative, will have no representation by the people, com-
munities and businesses that will actually be impacted by the
regulations. These heavily Federal bodies will create zoning
plans without any stakeholders yet all Federal agencies, the
States, and the regulated communities will be bound by
the plan.

10. New Requlatory Uncertainty. The impacts of
this new regulatory layer and ‘ocean zoning' initiative con-
tribute to an uncertain regulatory climate that is hindering
economic activity and job creation. Even the Inter-
agency Task Force recognized this potential in their re-
port stating, "The Task Force is mindful that these recommen-
dations may create a level of uncertainty and anxiety among
those who rely on these resources and may generate ques-
tions about how they align with existing processes, authori-
ties, and budget challenges. The NOC (National Ocean
Council) will address questions and specifics as imple-
mentation progresses." In other words...don't worry, trust
us.

Call SFA (850) 224-0612
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Hawks Cay Re
sort on Duck
Key
~ <

Start Planning now for
S F A & kirthdéy0

May 30-June 1, 2012

Great rates have been
negotiated at the world-
class Hawks Cay Re-
sort in the Florida Keys.

Reservations Online Booking Code: Fisheries

Reservations Online Booking Link: Southeastern Fisheries Association at Hawks Cay Resort

Phone: 1-888-313-5749
Full Info Mailing in February

May 30
Board Meeting 7-5pm
Book Signing Reception - 6-7pm
Dinner on own
May 31

General Session/Awards Luncheon 8am-5pm
Followed by Seafood Buffet and Silent Auction

June 1
HACCP workshop 8am-12noon - box lunch

This newsletter is
published by
Southeastern
Fisheries
Association.

Please pass it
along and
encourage others
to be added to
our mailing list.
If you want to be
removed from the
list, please
contact us.

SFAis a
non-profit
association
founded in 1952,
charged with
maintaining a
viable seafood
industry in the
Southeast.

Robert P. Jones,
Editor

Think Food Safety

Southeastern Fisheries Association, Inc.

Mount Vernon Square
1118-B Thomasville Rd.
Tallahassee, FL 32303
www.southeasternfish.org
www.seafoodsustainability.us
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