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Potential
Supplemental Red
Snapper Season for
2010

NOAA Fisheries has deter-
mined that approximately 2.3
million pounds of the 3.4 million
pound recreational quota re-
mains, in the Gulf of Mexico
and estimated that the quota
would be met in 39 days at
summer effort levels. In consid-
eration of when, and for how
long, to open a supplemental
recreational red snapper sea-
son, the following motion was
passed by the Reef Fish Com-
mittee: “To begin the reopening
of the red snapper season only
on weekends, beginning Sep-
tember 17, 2010, and running
through November 28, 2010,
with the weekend beginning at
sunrise on Friday and ending at
11:59 p.m. Sunday.” Instead the
Gulf Council passed a motion
requesting an Oct. 1 - Nov. 22
supplemental recreational red
snapper season with fishing
allowed on Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday only. The Council
believes this is consistent with
the amount of fish remaining
and expected catch rates. It
was the right thing to do as
Congressman Boyd and Sena-
tors Nelson and Lemieux all got
behind this issue.
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Fishing Industry Leaders Join
Forces to Combat Fraud

Every legitimate claim from a bonafide commer-
cial fisherman, charter/party boat fisherman or
wholesaler/processor harmed by the BP oil dis-
aster should be compensated to the fullest.
Every dollar finding its way into the pocket of a
cheater is a dollar not available to those with
legitimate claims. In Florida, all commercial
fishermen are required to file Trip Tickets with
the Fish and Wildlife Commission. These are
the best records and the ones that must be
used to determine eligibility and compensation.
Wholesale dealers and processors must have
corporate records proving their loss before their
claims should be paid. It is incumbent on Ken
Feinberg to pay legitimate claims backed up by
pertinent records.

What's going on with Mr. Feinberg?

Mr. Feinberg, referring to the new claims
system was quoted as saying:

o Emergency payments will be paid
within 24 hours for individuals and
seven days for businesses, ONCE A
CLAIM IS RULED VALID.

o Emergency payments, which cover six
months of lost revenue, will be offered
until Thanksgiving. After that he will
offer one-time payments that are sup-
posed to cover all current and future
losses. These claims must be resolved
by August 2013. Any claims money

AUGUST 2010

received from BP will be subtracted
from the six-month payment.

o The protocol that adjusters will use to
decide whether a claimant is eligible
will be posted on August 23, 2010.

e Heis setting aside a certain amount of
money to help real estate brokers and
agents get through the emergency
they are facing.

o He said neutral experts will advise him
on how long the spill will affect differ-
entindustries, and he will base his
offer for final payments, at least in
part, on that data. People who accept
that check MUST sign away any right
to future compensation from BP, but
no such requirement accompanies the
emergency payments.

Mississippi Attorney General Jim Hood said he
and his fellow AG’s from Louisiana and Ala-
bama “took Mr. Feinberg behind the woodshed
for a couple of hours” to convince him to keep
the claims process open. Wood said he does-
n't trust BP and feels as soon as possible BP
will go to court to slow down the claims proc-
ess. And further said he is convinced “the state
will get its money from BP. But he’s concerned
the so called little guy will get trampled in the
process.” Governor Haley Barbour asked the
AG not to file suit against BP to give the claims
process a chance to work but the AG filed suit
anyway.
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Get on board with a
winner!l JOIN SFA
TODAY.

Be a giver and not a
taker.

Put something back
into your
industry.

SEDAR 24 MOVING
ALONG BUT
CONCERNS STILL EXIST

Additional scientific docu-
ments are being studied in
the South Atlantic Council’'s
Sedar 24 process, but way
too many assumptions still
exist for red snapper mortal-
ity fifty and sixty years ago.
Where data is lacking, too
assumptions are made using
the precautionary theory or
protocol. Such a process
tamps down the harvest to
the lowest possible point.

Some progress has been
made within NOAA, but too
much politicking seems to
be going on with several
council members who want
to close as much fishing as
possible while they have
control of the process. A
close examination of the
amount of fishing closed
since the South Atlantic
Council was formed in 1976
shows a steady decline be-
cause of stringent regula-
tions. A further examination
of SA Council history indi-
cates they are following the
dictates of the United Na-
tion’s Agenda 21 and Con-
vention on Biological Diver-
sity (CBD), which is global-
ization of natural resources
and land and water usage.
There needs to be a forum
to discuss/debate Agenda
21 to clear the air on what is
driving NOAA and the Coun-
cils.

Gulf & South Atlantic Fisheries Foun-
dation Holds 34" Annual Meeting

The Trustees of the GSAFF met in New Orleans August 5-
6 to conduct business, listen to reports from various fish-
ery leaders and salute two great marketers. Judy Jamison,
longtime executive director of the Foundation reported on
the activities of the Foundation and discussed the projects
currently underway. NOAA's Eric Schwaab, NOAA Assis-
tant Administrator for Fisheries along with Roy Crabtree,
NOAA Regional Administrator, gave reports on activities in
DC and in the southeast. Other leaders included Larry
Simpson (GSMFC), Steve Bortone (GMFMC), Corky Per-
ret (Emeritus), Frank Helies (GSAFF) and Richard Ven-
detti (SSA).

Mike Voisin presenting Ewell Smith with Eagle

During the Awards Dinner, the 60+ attendees were privi-
leged by appearances from Bill Clinton, Ross Perrot and
Bill Murray through their proxy Chris Nelson of Bon
Secour Fisheries. The audience was entertained to the
fullest by his accents, facial expressions and comforting
and biting words. It was truly a performance to remember
by the Happy Alabama Troubadour. Chris Nelson and
SFA'’s Eugene Raffield would make a tremendous duo for
any function where smiles and laughs are needed. Kudos
to Chris Nelson.

Joanne McNeely, DACS Seafood & Aquaculture Bureau
Chief, was recognized as the “Queen of Florida Seafood
Marketing” and presented a coveted “Outstanding Person”
bronze eagle by SFA’s Bob Jones and OFF’s Jerry San-
som, in recognition for the excellent work she has done for
decades in marketing Florida seafood, especially during
the Gulf oil disaster.

Likewise, Ewell Smith, executive director of the Louisiana
Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board, was recognized

Foundation President Bob Jones with Clinton/
Murray/Perrot stand-in, Chris Nelson

as the “King of the Bayou” for his great work and untiring
efforts on behalf of Louisiana Seafood. Mike Voisin, Al
Sensuri and Harlon Pearce recapped some of Ewell's
noted accomplishments.

To top off an eventful weekend in New Orleans, Florida’s
Chef Dean Max, executive chef at 3030 Ocean, located
at the Marriott Harbor Beach Resort and Spa on Fort
Lauderdale Beach, captured top honors at the Great
American Seafood Cook-off on August 7 in New Or-
leans. He was crowned “King of American Seafood”
after besting 13 other teams from across the coun-

try. Each team prepared a domestic seafood dish that
reflected the cuisine of their home state. Chef Dean’s
winning entry was “Sebastian Inlet Clams BBLT (Bacon,

Basil, Lettuce, and Tomato).”
&

|
|

i

Ewell, Judy and Joanne

Florida Seeking one Billion dollars from BP to plug tax shortfall

Florida says it needs one billion dollars from BP to plug a budgetary shortfall caused by the lack of
tourist dollars. Latest word is Ken Feinberg won't be handling claims to cities, counties and states but
the claims would come from the 20 billion dollar fund. If all city, county and state claims are paid from
the 20 billion dollar escrowed fund, will there be enough to pay all legitimate claims? The amount of
funding BP eventually makes available might be lessened because BP stock has declined 38% since

the oil disaster began.

Call SFA (850) 224-0612
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FLORIDA, ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI AND LOUISIANA SENA-
TORS ASK PRES. OBAMA TO ESTABLISH A GULF SEAFOOD
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Eight of the ten US Senators representing the Gulf of Mexico have asked
President Obama to appoint an advisory group comprised of knowledge-
able industry leaders representative of each of the Gulf States, represen-
tative of relevant state and federal agencies and the principal components
of the Gulf fisheries. The work of the group would compliment the work of
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. The Advisory group
would be charged with providing advice to the President on activities per-
taining to—

Fishery closures and openings

Seafood safety testing and public dissemination information
Claims for compensation

The role of Gulf seafood producers and their concerns regard-
ing spill remediation

e Health and safety of remediation personnel; and

e Other activities relevant to the seafood industry.

The Senators stressed this advisory group could also serve to communi-
cate critical information broadly and effectively to the seafood industry. To
read the full content of this important request to the President go to
www.seafoodsustainability.us

NOAA GEARING UP TO BAN

evaluation and is the group dedi-
MORE SHRIMPING

cated to stopping shrimping by any
means possible. Maybe it’s time to
do a re-evaluation on the Endan-
Chronicle on Aug. 24, 2010 based gered Species Act which is being

on an internal memo sent to Roy used again and again to harm peo-
Crabtree the Chronicle obtained, ple.

NOAA is going to re-evaluate the
effects of shrimping on smalltooth —
sawfish, Gulf sturgeon and sea tur-

In a story printed in the Houston

ties. The re-evaluation is based on ‘\ D i \\ N
an incident in East Texas where \\vi»s\%; )] )
Teds were not installed properly and A”;/% ¢
the 124 turtles stranded on Missis- g
sippi and Alabama shores. The Sea ) ’j

Turtle Restoration Project out of &
California is the genesis of this re-

Oil endowed Pew Trust op-
poses Marine Steward-
ship Council (MSC)

The Pew Trust’s cadre of anti-
fishing lobbyists oppose an as-
sessment that could lead to the
MSC’s certification that swordfish,
yellow-fin and big-eye tuna fishing
in the Northeast portion of the
Gulf of Mexico is sustainable.
Everyone associated with fish
management except for Pew
knows these fisheries are healthy.
Swordfish is a classic example of
sustainability under US harvesting
management requirements. Pew’s
anti-fishing leaders want to ban all
longlines and trawling in the world
and use their enormous lobbying
power to destroy fisheries one
after another. It doesn’t matter to
Pew if a fishery is healthy and
sustainable. If Pew defines unal-
lowable gear is being used the
fishery must close. Pew is the
leading NGO pushing for man-
agement under the UN’s Conven-
tion of Biological Diversity, which
globalizes fisheries at the ex-
pense of U.S. fishermen. Pew is
off-base in their quest to control
the oceans and the critters therein
under their philosophy of less fish-
ing, commercial and recreational.

How nice it must be to have a 5
Billion dollar tax-free oil-funded
endowment to use against the
working class and small busi-
nesses that depend on fishing in
the United States EEZ for their
livelihood. Hopefully MSC can’t be
bullied by Pew, but who knows.

Call SFA (850) 224-0612



http://www.seafoodsustainability.us/

Page - 4

201072011
OFFICERS

Sherri McCoy, President
Gerald Pack, Vice President
Ron Raby, Secretary
Grant Erickson, Treasurer

Eugene Raffield, Board Chairman

DIRECTORS
Carl Anderson
Gary Graves
Bob Gill
Steve Rash
Joe Versaggi
Rodney Thompson
Sonny Stokes
Tom Hill
Jesse Alonzo
Robert Aylesworth
Dennis Henderson
Steve Cox

STAFF
Executive Director
Robert P. Jones
Special Projects
Chris Doolin
Office Administrator
Malinda Usina
Publications & Membership
Susan W. Jacobs
Newsletter
Mike Jones

Welcome to SFA New Members: SFA is proud to welcome the
following new members into its growing family of successful
seafood companies. we encourage each member to support one
another for the overall good of maintaining an economic and
cultural presence for commercial fishing in America as well as
providing marine protein to the people.

e Jacky’s Catfish, Okeechobee, Florida

Southeastern Fisheries Association
will customize your company’s
HACCPPlan!

FDA trained consultant with over 40 years ex-
perience in all levels of the seafood industry.

Call today:
850/224-3180
or fax an inquiry to
850/222-FOOD

This newsletter is
published by
Southeastern
Fisheries
Association.

Please pass it
along and
encourage others
to be added to our
mailing list.

If you want to be
removed from the
list, please
contact us.

SFAis a
non-profit
association
founded in 1952,
charged with
maintaining a
viable seafood
industry in the
Southeast.

Robert P. Jones,
Editor

Southeastern Fisheries Association, Inc.

Mount Vernon Square
1118-B Thomasville Rd.
Tallahassee, FL 32303
www.southeasternfish.org
www.seafoodsustainability.us




