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NOAA CLOSES BLACK
SEA BASS FISHING IN
SOUTH ATLANTIC OCEAN

The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council and the
Miami and Beaufort labs don't
have a clue on the abundance
of black sea bass, but be-
cause there is little data they
use guesstimates to close the
black sea bass fishery for
everyone from Key West to
Virginia. This is truly govern-
ment run amok and seems to
be how EDF & PEW plan to
remove fishermen before di-
viding the ocean into seg-
ments for other specific uses.
The South Atlantic Council
and NOAA have destroyed
many fisheries by neglecting
to perform basic scientific re-
search on southern species.
Closing a 1,000 miles of
ocean from Key to Virginia to
all black sea bass fishing with-

out any idea on the abun-
dance of this stock borders on
the criminal.
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CONGRESSMAN WALTER JONES
STOPS $54 MILLION FOR NOAA’S
CATCH SHARES

Congressman Walter Jones, (R) NC 3 District, with
great help from the majority of the Florida delegation
and Congressional supporters from Maine to Texas,
convinced the US House of Representatives to prohibit
spending federal funds for catch shares development
on the Atlantic Coast and Gulf of Mexico. The Amend-
ment did not include the west coast and Alaska even
though there is great opposition to NOAA's catch share
mandate and reallocation efforts out west. The debate
was short and lively. A Congressman from Virginia par-
roted the Environmental Defense Fund'’s (EDF) over-
used talking point of “overfishing” as the reason to kill
the amendment. The House of Representatives didn't
buy that worn out argument. EDF says “overfishing” can
only be ended by awarding publicly-owned marine fish-
eries to individuals and organizations EDF supports.
The vote was 259-159 to prohibit and over 50 Democ-
rats joined the bipartisan decision against the EDF ef-
forts to remove fishermen from the ocean and bankrupt
businesses.
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FLORIDA TOURIST AGENCIES NEED TO
BETTER UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE
FLORIDA'’S FISHING INDUSTRIES

Florida provides more recreational fishing trips than
any state in the nation. The closure of 1,000 miles of
the South Atlantic Ocean to red snapper and black
sea bass because of a national political agenda
hurts the Florida tourism industry. Tourism brings in
most of the tax dollars that fund the operation of
state government.

Florida’s seafood industry operates under sustain-
able fishing rules and has done so for decades.
However, the entire fishing industry, recreational
and commercial is in jeopardy because the US De-
partment of Commerce has decided fish manage-
ment will be through Presidential Executive Orders
mandating management based on the provisions
contained in the United Nation's Convention of
Biological Diversity. Tourism didn’t receive much
attention in this internationally accepted document.

Tourism leaders should meet with fishing leaders to
learn how much damage is done to communities
and the economy when fishing is banned. It's disin-
genuous to believe that if red snapper and grouper
fishing are banned, tourists can go to a lake and
catch crappie or bream. Saltwater fishermen are
much different from freshwater fishermen. Millions of
tourists come to Florida to eat fresh, locally har-
vested seafood, and pay for fishing opportunities
provided by charter and party-boats. This economic
activity contributes significantly to the well-being of
the state, its citizens and visitors. Fishing needs
more visibility in state marketing and promotion ef-
forts, as we are surrounded by the Gulf of Mexico
and the South Atlantic Ocean providing myriad op-
portunities.
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Get on board with a
winner!l JOIN SFA
TODAY. Be a giver
and not a taker.
Put something back
into your industry.

SAFETY OF GULF SEAFOOD
NEEDS AFFIRMATION FROM
GOVERNMENT

The newspapers routinely print
stories about the Gulf oil spill.
Generally the reader’s com-
ments on the stories zero in on
shrimp and oysters being oiled
or contaminated by corexit.
Some readers feel sorry for the
fishermen, but still don’t want to
buy Gulf seafood. The industry
has been told there’s still oil on
the ocean floor near the well-
head and a bevy of scientists
continue to take core samples
and collect water samples from
areas where they believe the
plumes are located.

The Feinberg funded research
project presented by a respected
Texas scientist indicated the Gulf
of Mexico will be almost back to
normal by 2012. The fishing and
tourist industries hope that's
true, but without scientific evi-
dence based on empirical data
the general public will not accept
Feinberg generated reports
thereby leaving the fishing and
tourist industry swaying in the
harsh winds of public perception
and special interest rhetoric.

Maybe when the Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commission’s
Gulf-wide marketing and safety
programs are up and running,
public confidence will improve.
Currently 30% of seafood con-
sumers are not confident enough
in Gulf seafood to buy it. When a
seafood item is removed from a
restaurant's menu and replaced
by another fish item, it's difficult
to get the customer back. Gulf
Seafood has lost its BRAND.

FLORIDA DEP’S SAFE MERCURY
LEVEL IS CONTENTIOUS

The Florida DEP spends significant funds on
mercury in seafood programs. Many health pro-
fessionals feel their efforts cause consumers to
shy away from seafood that is healthy and nec-
essary for them. There are mixed messages on
the Internet. The US Food & Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) recently issued updated safe level
advisories and seafood has climbed up the fed-
eral food pyramid. It makes no sense for DEP
to spend funds to study mercury in seafood
when it’'s already handled by FDA. The fishing
industry questions why so much effort is made
by DEP to reduce the consumption of Florida
seafood. Mixed messages put the consumers in
the terrible situation of not knowing who to be-
lieve and this confusion keeps them away from
seafood. The following is copied from the Flor-
ida DEP web site:

“Mercury is a naturally occurring element for
which human beings are believed to have some
tolerance. Tolerances are established by the
Department of Health. Fish that have more than
1.5 parts per million in the edible flesh are con-
sidered unsafe for any consumption. Those
containing less than 0.5 parts per million are
considered safe for unlimited consumption.

Consumption should be limited for fish with
concentrations from 0.5 to 1.5 parts per million
of mercury in edible flesh. Women of child-
bearing age and children should limit con-
sumption of these fish to a single serving per
month.” http://www.dep.state.fl.us/labs/bars/
sas/mercury/docs/fhapre.htm

As you can see from the underlined parts,
DEP and the Florida Department of Health use
0.5 parts per million as safe, while the U.S.
FDA uses 1.0 part per million. The 1.0 level
still has a significant safety margin. In fact, the
calculated risks are based on probable expo-
sures through a lifetime. Likewise, FDA is cur-
rently considering additional revisions to ac-
count for a balance in risks and benefits. It's
been stated that using DEP’s 0.5 ppm would
prevent the consumption of most fish other
than mullet. The U.S. EPA & DEP’s decision to
set their own level in spite of the FDA level is a
fight that has been going on for decades and
from the industry standpoint the DEP and Flor-
ida Health Department, plus EPA are having
an adverse impact on public health. The new
risk is too little seafood.EPA & FDEP should
accept the FDA 1.0 part per million safety
level and work together.

SFA OFFICERS FIGHT FOR PAYMENT OF BP CLAIMS

Chairman of the Board Eugene Raffield, President Sherri McCoy and Oyster Section Chairman
Steve Rash presented testimony at a Florida Senate Agriculture Committee meeting in mid Febru-
ary. Chairman Siplin was generous with the committee’s time and the seafood industry reps were

given almost all of the 2-hour agenda to tell the
committee what happened after the oil spill and
how difficult it was for seafood businesses to be

paid. The committee asked numerous questions

on the details of filling out the forms and the
hardships still being felt from the disaster.

The Florida Senate Agriculture Committee is
leading the fight to solve the oil claim payment
quagmire and discussed Florida taking over the
process if claim payments are not forthcoming.

It's obvious the Florida legislature is deeply con-

cerned by what’s happening to the citizens and
is searching for a way to help.

Sherri McCoy, Steve Rash and Eugene Raffield pre-
sent testimony to FL Senate Agriculture Committee

Call SFA (850) 224-0612



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/labs/bars/sas/mercury/docs/fhapre.htm
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/labs/bars/sas/mercury/docs/fhapre.htm

Page - 3

RED SNAPPER TAGGI NG LAUNCHED OFF FL
Thanks to the Fish and Wildlife Commission’s research institute (FWRI), the Gulf and South
Atlantic Fisheries Foundation and the mem-
bers of SFA’s East Coast Fisheries Section, a
cooperative red snapper tagging program was
launched on February 7, 2011. The F/V Fin-
est Kind Il was captained by Paul Nelson Jr.,
assisted by Paul Nelson Sr., Duane Kennard
and Pat Murphy. FWRI's scientific crew was
Russ Brodie, Justine Solomon and Jeff
Sauer. Also on board was Jordan Kahn, out-
door-writer for the Daytona Beach News-Journal.

This was the first red snapper tagging project in decades. The weather was good going out
and most of the day, but the trip home was under a tornado watch with eight-foot plus seas
and wind gusts to 50 mph. The full weather excitement was not included in the official trip
report that's  located at www.seafoodsustainabilty.us, but all on board the thirty-nine foot
boat found out once again how dangerous fishing can be.

More tagging trips are planned as well as Power Point presentations to anglers clubs to solicit
their participation in the tagging study. The more fish tagged the better the chance of getting
the facts concerning the health of the South Atlantic red snapper fishery.

The charter-for-hire, recreational anglers and the commercial fishermen salute FWRI and the
Gulf & South Atlantic Fisheries Foundation for providing seed money to launch this long over-
due scientific work.

NOAA CONSIDERING WITHDRAWING PROPOSED RULE CLOSING SOUTH
ATLANTIC WATERS TO ALL BOTTOM FISHING.

After months of causing distress to thousands of fishermen and hundreds of fishing
communities, NOAA decided they have enough new information on the improve-
ment of the red snapper stock that they don’t have to ban all bottom fishing primar-
ily off Florida’s east coast. Maybe the industry has to bring 500 people to South
Atlantic Council public hearings to get their attention. It's a shame for men and
women to give up a day’s work or a charter fishing trip to sit in a straight-back chair
facing a glum-looking council member and have to beg for the continuation of his/
her livelihood. There ought to be lecterns with a working microphone for fishermen
to stand behind, instead of sitting in a chair facing a tribunal with power of life or
death over their livelihood.

NOAA requests comments on withdrawing their proposed rule. It will be interesting
to see if EDF, PEW and the enviro industry lobbyists weigh in asking NOAA to go
forward with the rule because of “overfishing” which is their buzz word. There is no
‘recruitment overfishing” occurring. On the other hand “growth overfishing” can be
in the eye of the beholder, but growth overfishing doesn’t mean the stock is in jeop-
ardy of “collapse”, “extinction” , “annihilation”, “extermination”, “disappearance”,
“failure” or any of the other one word slogans EDF & PEW uses to paint fishermen

as culprits.

ALASKA SENATOR WINS
MAJOR OCEANS COMMITTEE
POST

Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, will chair the
U.S. Senate subcommittee that overseas
fisheries issues, according to a news re-
lease from his office.

Alaska gets the bulk of federal fishery dol-
lars. Their SIX billion pound fishery harvest
reflects the value of honest science in fisher-
ies management. It's time for scientific re-
search to be conducted in the Gulf of Mexico
and the east coast to bring stock assess-
ments closer to reality. It's time to take back
our fisheries from the enviros and organiza-
tions espousing “Can’t Catch Anything”.

The lower 48 states could have manage-
ment to brag about if adequate funds were
appropriated for cooperative research with
fishermen and federal/ state scientists actu-
ally working on the water instead of a model-
ing computer. The biggest roadblock for
honest management is the lack of science.
Without honest-peer-reviewed stock assess-
ments the lower 48 is stuck on a treadmill
using old science to mis-manage fisheries,
especially red snapper in the South Atlantic
region. Politics control the Sedar process
through appointments and cherry-picking of
data.

The east coast and Gulf of Mexico fishing
industry need current, empirically based
science and it all starts with Senator Be-
gich’s committee. There will be no changes
in the Magnuson-Stevens Act unless Sena-
tor Begich allows a hearing. Therein lies the
challenge for the rest of the nation. It's
hoped Senator Begich will be open to new
ideas, options and suggestions for manag-
ing fisheries the original framers of the law
intended it to be. That's not being done to-
day and hasn’t been done for years.

Both Florida Senators, Nelson & Rubio, are
on the Senate Commerce Committee. With
their help the recreational, charter-for-hire
and commercial fishing industries can be
saved from ruination by NOAA and the envi-
ronmental industry.

Call SFA (850) 224-0612
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Southeastern Fisheries Association
59" Annual Meeting
June 911, 2011

Hutchinson Island Marriott Resort
555 NE Ocean Boulevard, Stuart, FL

Take a step back in ti
on the Atlantic Ocean

Thursday, June 9i Board Meeting
Friday, June 107 American Assembly
General Session

Friday night cocktails & buffet
2nd Annual Fantabulous Silent Auction
during meeting

-ongoing

Saturday Morning, June 11- FDA and HACCP
Update Workshop

Registration & Sponsor packets will be arriving soon. Make

your reservations early
772-2256808 Mention SFA to get group rate!

This newsletter is
published by
Southeastern
Fisheries
Association.

Please pass it
along and
encourage other.
M€ pk a%ded%é |
our mailing list.
If you want to be
removed from the
list, please
contact us.

SFAis a
non-profit
association
founded in 1952,
charged with
maintaining a
viable seafood
industry in the
Southeast.

Robert P. Jones ,
Editor

Southeastern Fisheries Association, Inc.

Mount Vernon Square
1118-B Thomasville Rd.
Tallahassee, FL 32303
www.southeasternfish.org
www.seafoodsustainability.us



