THE HUTCHINSON ISLAND
MARRIOTT IS SITE OF SFA’s
2011 CONVENTION — A

RETURN TO OLD FLORIDA

The Hutchinson Island Marriott
Resort will be the place of SFA’s
59t Annual Convention. The Ho-
tel is located on its own golf
course and is in an area of great
fishing and a beautiful beach.
Arrangements have been made
to have the Friday night gala at
Frances Langford’s unique
“Dolphin Bar & Shrimp House
restaurant” in Jensen Beach a
few blocks from the hotel. The
food and ambience are world
class and will take the diners
back to an age of happier and
less complicated times. SFA was
able to negotiate a room rate of
$112 per night which includes
free Internet. The convention
dates are June 9-11, 2011 and
planning has already started for
an outstanding array of speakers
on subjects important to the fish-
ing industry. Please mark your
calendars now. The Gulf Council
will be meeting most of the week
in Key West but that meeting
might be finished by Thursday
evening. The dates were the only
ones open at the property and the
room rates are just too good to
pass up. Much more on this event
will be sent out after the first of
the year. Make arrangements to
come and speak out on all the
issues at hand.
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Hotlines

SENATOR GEORGE LE
MIEUX MEETS WITH
FLORIDA SEAFOOD
LEADERS

Florida Senator LeMieux met
with SFA leaders whose liveli-
hoods have been severely dam-
aged by the action of US Depart-
ment of Commerce Secretary
Locke. Locke recently authorized
the bottom-fishing ban for ALL
Florida east coast fishermen
from Melbourne to Georgia. In
the photo to the right, are faces
of hardworking, small business
owners that Pew Trust and other
ENGO’s want removed from the
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tor LeMieux, | to r: Laurillee Thompson, Mike Merri-
field, Jeanna Merrifield, SFA President Sherri McCoy, the Senator, Jimmy
fishing industry. The only way to  Hull, Chairman of the East Coast Fisheries Section and Jim Busse.

stop the madness is to have a

Congressional Hearing on the manner in which the
South Atlantic Council operates and how they can
punish one state while the other states under their
jurisdiction, Georgia, South Carolina and North Caro-
lina, have enough political power and votes on the
council to exempt themselves from the federal bot-
tom fishing ban...then seek judicial justice .

FISHING PIONEER ANTHONY LOMBARDI

Anthony “Tony” Lombardi Sr., passed away recently
in Orlando at the age of 84. He was a WW Il veteran
who served in the US Navy. He was another member
of the Greatest Generation who helped build the
Florida seafood industry after serving our country.

“Tony” was one of 12 children from a coal miner's
family in Pittston, Pennsylvania. He was a happy,
smiling man who was also a good businessman in a

tough industry that is extremely competitive. He was
a long time supporter of Southeastern Fisheries As-
sociation and hosted one of our best functions ever
at his processing plant several years ago. He served
some of the freshest and best tasting Florida sea-
food we have ever had at a convention.

Tony Jr., who owns the retail market in Winter Park
told the Orlando Sentinel how when his dad was
starting out, people would line up outside the store
on Saturday mornings to get fresh blue crabs. Vin-
cent summed up his dad’s success by saying,"The
reason he we successful was because everybody he
met, everybody he did business with...he treated
them like a human being.” We need more people like
Tony Sr., on this earth and less people who are mad
as soon as they wake up in the morning.

May his soul and the souls of all the faithfully de-
parted, Rest In Peace. Amen
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Get on board with a win-
ner!l JOIN SFA TO-
DAY.

Be a giver and not a
taker.

Put something back into
your industry.

FLORIDA DEPT OF AG
AND CONSUMER
SERVICES RECEIVES
$20 MILLION

BP has agreed to provide the Flor-
ida Dept. of Agriculture & Con-
sumer Services $20 million dollars
to help in the recovery of the Flor-
ida seafood industry and restore
the Brand name hurt so badly by
the Deepwater Horizon oil disaster
with a 3-year program. $10 million
will be used for seafood safety
which is the baseline demanded by
the consumers and $10 million will
be used for marketing Florida
produced seafood.

FDACS is blessed with a world-
class food safety division and lab
complex and the Bureau of Sea-
food marketing is very knowledge-
able of all aspects of the Florida
seafood industry. They know one
of the main parts of getting the
Brand back is to have boots on the
ground and not get bogged down
with advertising in expensive publi-
cations. Consumer education and

marketing is different than advertis-

ing and hopefully the industry will
be part of the program and give
advice and information on what we
know will help us recapture our
brand and get back to where we
were before the oil spill.

We are very pleased that FDACS
is transparent and watches every
penny to make sure funds are
spent to get the most bang for the
buck. SFA is looking forward to
providing its marketing expertise
during this program. Kudo’s to BP
for stepping up to the plate on the
marketing and safety aspects of
this situation, and Kudo’s to Com-
missioner Bronson and staff that
put this together and brought the
bacon home for the fisheries.
(That's a mixed metaphor but you
know the intent.)

THE FLORIDA NET BAN ON STEROIDS

In the early 1990’s when the leaders of Coastal
Conservation Association, the Florida Sportsman
magazine and other militant anti-commercial fishing
entities launched their program to ban nets, we told
anglers who would talk to us they will be next. What
we heard from CCA et al was, “Florida fishing
would return to the good old days with plenty of fish
to catch. Fishing would be fun again for the anglers,
divers, guides and the meat-hunters as well. Com-
mercial fishing would be banned but sport fishing
would be wide-open anywhere and anytime.”

Between CCA’s promise of a fishing paradise and a
multi-million PR program to demonize commercial
fishermen, the vote to ban nets was easily passed.
The ban was voted on by many people who moved
to Florida from states where a commercial fishing
culture didn't exist.

The commercial fishermen whose families helped
build Florida marveled at how a wealthy group from
Houston, Texas, could manipulate data so well they
even got non-boating consumers to ban their
chance of eating domestic seafood because they
didn’t realize what they were doing.

The Ban the Net campaign was vicious. CCA de-
monized the commercial fishermen by using staged
photos of a net around a whale and bottle-nosed
dolphins in large tuna nets in the Pacific Ocean
identified as Florida fishermen. The sport fishing
leaders in those days enjoyed savaging our culture.
The night the net ban passed they popped the
corks on champagne bottles at many swank mari-
nas and private clubs in South Florida celebrating
their victory over working men and women. Life
was good they thought now that the pesky commer-
cial fishermen were gone. They won't bother us
again. The year was 1995 when the Texas fishing
militants banned net fishing in Florida waters.

Fast-forward to October 28, 2010. The US Sec-
retary of Commerce, Gary Locke, issued regula-
tions banning ALL BOTTOM FISHING - REC-
REATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL- FROM Mel-
bourne, Florida to the Georgia/Florida line in the
Atlantic Ocean. The ban prohibits ALL bottom fish-
ing from 98 feet out to 240 feet in the federal fish-
eries zone to prevent the capture of even one red
snapper the council determined to be greatly over-
fished, BASED ON THE COMPUTER MODELS
NOAA CREATED AT THE BEAUFORT, NC LAB.
The council voted to ban bottom fishing where
most of the Florida east coast fishermen — recrea-
tional and commercial - fished. At one time the
closure covered NC, SC & Georgia, but politics
being what they are on the SA Council, the other
states removed themselves so their citizens
wouldn't affected by the bottom fishing ban.

The fishing ban off Florida was lobbied hard by the
Pew Trust and other ENGO’s. The goal of Pew
Trust is to ban as much fishing in the ocean as
possible, and then allow a boutique fishery to de-
velop composed of handpicked fishermen working
in small fishing areas. Evidently the Obama ad-
ministration supports this plan and had no problem
implementing regulations based on pseudo- sci-
ence and lots of politics. NOAA has no interest in
equal protection under the law when they can ex-
empt three states and punish Florida as they have
been doing for decades.

The Quote of the Day from someone who knows
how stock assessments are created and said re-
ferring to Sec. Locke’s decision, “NOAA shuts
down a fishery based on an acknowledged not-
best-science assessment with five more assess-
ments plus variants that have not been vetted by
the SSC nor adopted by the Council. | suppose it
is like a death-row prisoner who has been discov-
ered to have been wrongly convicted but

is executed anyway because there is no time to

retry the case.”

SEDAR 24 1S NO BETTER THAN SEDAR 15 FOR EAST COAST FISHERMEN

Hopes of more participation and input concerning the reality of red snapper fishing on the east coast of
Florida have been dashed. Nothing much will change when the same entity is in control of all the sci-
ence. In addition to what many see as a “CYA exercise by saying there is enough real science to shut
down red snapper,” the Secretary of Commerce issued his regulations banning bottom-fishing in a large
area of the ocean off Florida. Sec. Locke shut down all federal waters from Melbourne to South Georgia
in waters from 98’ to 240’ and intends to shut down all waters from 240’ out to 200 miles even though

there is no real stock assessment for that area either.

Call SFA (850) 224-0612
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THE ART OF THE STEAL

There is a DVD available at Amazon.com entitled, “The Art of the Steal”. The film depicts
how Pew Charitable Trust and the powers in control of Philadelphia and the Governor's Man-
sion, were able to break the Written Will of Dr. Albert C. Barnes and steal $25 to $50 Billion
dollars of his personal art by having certain articles in his Will stricken by a friendly court. The
story is about art, but shows with great clarity how Pew, Lenfest and other super-rich charita-
ble trusts operate and how they get what they want regardless of the law.

Everyone employed in the fishing world, and consumers who can't catch their own seafood,
who come under the high-heel of Pew and their army of lobbyists, should take time to study
this video. There are a few salty words from the people who lost the struggle to keep Dr. Bar-
nes art collection in the town and place where he willed it to remain forever. The last 30 min-
utes are the most compelling because it clearly depicts how Pew changed its tax status to a
501 ¢ 3 in order to handle the art once Dr. Barnes’ Will was savaged.

The video documents how a $100 million dollar line item appropriation was placed in the
Pennsylvania State Budget yet nobody knows who put in the request nor was there any de-
bate about the $100 million earmarked for the construction of a museum to hold Dr. Barnes
art once it was removed from his Museum in a city 30 miles from Philadelphia.

Pew knew they were going to get the $100 million. In their statement to justify their request to
become a 501 ¢ 3, they told IRS they were going to raise $100 million for the Barnes Art Mu-
seum. Lo and behold the $100 million was raised alright, but it was raised on the backs of the
taxpayers of Pennsylvania, not from funds within Pew, Lenfest or any charitable trust. It's a
bit scary because there isn't a way to stop Pew from doing away with the domestic fishing
industry in order to establish their kind of system where commonly-owned fish will be sold to
the highest bidder. This will allow a charitable

trust to buy all the shares and make the na-
tion’s oceans a series of marine sanctuaries.
Watch the video if you can. It will give you
insight on just how difficult it is to fight a multi-
billion dollar group with its strange and sinister
ideology and lack of compassion for working
men and women. Pew is the strongest environ-
mental group in the nation and that is a role
they will fight to keep.

THE MID-TERM ELECTIONS ARE
OVER - THE 2012 CAMPAIGN BE-
GINS

There won’t be much fishery-friendly legisla-
tion passed in the lame-duck session of
Congress. If history has anything to do with
it, government regulations will be more diffi-
cult to pass except for fisheries closures that

sometimes continue no matter which party

SFA SUPPORTS REPEALING STONE
CRAB FMP

is in power. Every fisherman who has felt
the heavy-hand of the South Atlantic Coun-
cil and the Sedar process must get involved
in the political process or it's all over. The
ENGO's have captured the narrative and
their talking points never vary. Overfishing,
overfishing, overfishing is their mantra even
though catch statistics prove them wrong in
every fishery on the east coast of Florida.
It's time for an investigation and then litiga-
tion. The industry cannot overcome the po-
litical control the anti-fishing groups have on
fisheries management from the White
House to Ponce Inlet. Now is the time to
change for the better. Science, not personal
ideologies, must prevail.

The members of SFA’s Stone Crab Sec-
tion support the repeal of the Gulf of
Mexico’s stone crab Fishery Manage-
ment Plan as recommended by the
Stone Crab Committee to the Council.
The stone crab section of SFA believes it
will be better off under the Florida Fish &
Wildlife Commission and will avoid the
heavy reduction in harvest the Gulf
Council planned. The other commercial
fishing organizations representing the
stone crab industry also supported the
repeal.

THOMPSON’S HONORED AS
FARM FAMILY OF THE YEAR

Rodney & Mary Jean Thompson’s family
was honored in October as the Brevard
County Farm Family of the Year. Rodney.
Rodney pioneered the rock shrimp fishery
and built Dixie Crossroads Restaurant into
a Florida icon. Southeastern Fisheries As-
sociation proudly salutes a pioneer Florida
fishing family fighting to save the America’s
fishing culture. There were 13 happy, smil-
ing family members at the presentation.
Mary Jean’s acceptance speech tells a
story in a succinct fashion. God Bless the
Thompson family.

“When we received your letter inviting us to
attend your Brevard County Farm Bureau
Annual meeting to accept the Brevard
County Farm Bureau 2010 Farm Family
Award, all of us Thompsons were surprised!
With a county full of cattle ranchers, citrus
families, flower, shrubbery and Christmas
tree growers, how could you possibly con-
sider a fishing and shrimping family? |
suppose the answer is that we have also
contributed thru’ the years and generations
by providing quality food to the pub-
lic........ only, in our case it's seafood!!!!!!!
Would you like to know about our romantic
first date? It was very special....Rodney
took me shrimping on the old wooden Titus-
ville pier! Was that a sign of things to
come? We graduated from Titusville High
School in 1949, and in our annual that year
my school prophecy read: “‘we saw Mary
Jean Wattwood cleaning hundreds of
fish.....we wonder for who? And she was
going to be a musician!”...That crazy pre-
diction set the tone and course for the next

Jjoying retirement and we feel that we have
left our businesses in good hands! We
know they will continue to provide good
quality fresh Florida Seafood to future gen-
erations.............. All of the Thompson fam-
ily joins Rodney and me in thanking you for
the honor and the privilege of serving you
as your Farm Family of 2010....... Thank

Call SFA (850) 224-0612
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Welcome to SFA New Members: SFA is proud to welcome the following
new members into its growing family of successful seafood companies.
we encourage each member to support one another for the overall good
of maintaining an economic and cultural presence for commercial fishing
in America as well as providing marine protein to the people.

Corporate Membership
1 Tampa Maid Foods - Lakeland FL - David Pearce

Boat Owner Membership
I Gary Jarvis - Destin FL

Southeastern Fisheries Association
wi || customi ze
HACCPPlan!
FDA trained consultant with over 40 years experi-
ence in all levels of the seafood industry.

your

Call today:
850/224 -3180
or fax an inquiry to
850/222 -FOOD
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This newsletter is
published by
Southeastern
Fisheries
Association.

Please pass it
along and
encourage others
to be added to our
mailing list.

If you want to be
removed from the
list, please
contact us.

SFAis a
mp ompyofd s
association
founded in 1952,
charged with
maintaining a
viable seafood
industry in the
Southeast.

Robert P. Jones,
Editor

Southeastern Fisheries Association, Inc.

Mount Vernon Square
1118-B Thomasville Rd.
Tallahassee, FL 32303
www.southeasternfish.org
www.seafoodsustainability.us




