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SENATE BILL 50 PASSES US 

SENATE COMMERCE  

COMMITTEE 

 

The US Senate Commerce Com-
mittee passed the, 
ñCOMMERCIALLY MARKETED 
SEAFOOD CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION SAFETY NET billò the 
first part of June. The name of the 
bill is the only thing that isnôt dupli-
cative or wasteful. In a nutshell, 
the bill puts NOAA law enforce-
ment into every fish house and on 
every domestic boat they wish to 
check for traceability, safety and 
other applicable laws. FDA al-
ready checks on food safety. To 
establish and fund another layer 
of bureaucracy under NOAA is 
totally unnecessary and wasteful, 
especially at a time when many 
important programs are being cut.  
The bill sounds good but reads 
bad, as it implies government is 
just going after imports, but that is 
not the case.  If more NOAA in-
vestigators are hired will they be 
going to China and Vietnam to 
check their seafood? Chances are 
they will just follow behind the 
DACS, FDA, Health Dept. inspec-
tions, so many SFA members will 
get FOUR inspections. SFA tried 
to convince our Congressional 
people to kill the bill, but it was 
passed without even one amend-
ment. All the extra staff and 
money used for this program 
would be much better utilized by 
COUNTING THE FISH and com-
piling real and up-to-date em-
pirical data. 

The SFA Awards presented were:  
 
¶ Aylesworth Award for the outstanding 

government employee ï Dr. Luiz Barbieri, 
Florida Wildlife Research Institute 

¶ Raffield Humanitarian Award ï David 
Nelson, Charter Boat captain. 

¶ Dave Harrington Semper Fi Award ï 
Jimmy Hull, Hullôs Seafood 

¶ Paul Herring American Freedom Award 
ï Dale Beaumariage, Fisheries scientist 

¶ Jack Hill Member of the Year Award ï 
Pat Barker, Refrigerated Express. 

 
The 50/50 drawing winners were: Gib Migli-
ano, Gary Graves & Cape Canaveral Sea-
food. 
 
The Silent Auction was totally successful 
thanks to the hard work of Sherri McCoy, 
Jeanna Merrifield and all the McCoy and Merri-
field family members who worked so hard on 
behalf of SFA. Peter Jarvis was the perfect per-
son to conduct the live auction.  He was helped 
a bit by Eugene Raffield who might qualify as a 
professional auctioneer 
 
Joanne McNeely reported on the Smithsonian 
Institutionôs Seafood event held the previous 
night in Washington, D.C. The Gulf and South 
Atlantic Fisheries Foundation and SFA member 
Mike Voisin (Motivatit Seafood) and Patrick 
Reilly (Western Seafood) served on a seafood 
panel discussion with Ted Danson (actor/
activist) and  NOAA Director Jane Lubchenco.  
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Every discussion table was filled to capacity for 
the American Assembly General Sessions all 
day Friday June 10, 2011. Subjects discussed 
in depth by attendees were seafood market-
ing, impacts of Gulf oil spill, red snapper 
tagging, product substitution and other 
forms of consumer fraud, compliance with 
TED regulations, FWC law enforcement, 
FWRI research and presentations on 
Oceanaôs seafood ñbait & switchò consumer 
fraud program and the law suit filed by the 
Center for Biological Diversity which will 
shut down the domestic shrimp industry in 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. 
 
At the luncheon, Florida Sea Grant Director Dr. 
Karl Havens and Dr. Mike Tringali presented a 
history of the Ralph & Kitty Aylesworth Awards. 
Dr. Tringali was an early recipient of the 
Aylesworth Scholarship and made all the differ-
ence in the world in his life. He told the group 
how the money came at a most important time 
in his career and how grateful he is for having 
the chance to pursue his studies in marine sci-
ence. Dr. Tringali is a geneticist and presented 
how a fish species can be identified and classi-
fied and where it lives identified. He works for 
the Florida Wildlife Research Institute in St. Pe-
tersburg and graduated from the University of 
South Florida. His father and mother were in 
high school with Bob & Mindy Jones. 
 
 



Page - 2 

 

WILL IFQõS AND 

CATCH SHARES BE 

AVAILABLE TO  

EVERYONE? 

 

Thereôs great controversy 
within the reef fish commu-
nity. Some folks believe 
IFQôs and catch shares 
can be purchased by any-
one as of January 2012, 
not just commercial fisher-
men. However, it seems 
only commercial fishermen 
with requisite reef fish per-
mits can harvest against 
the commercial quota. One 
question is, if EDF or PEW 
buys IFQôs or catch 
shares, could they deter-
mine who fishes? Could 
they put the shares on the 
shelf and nobody fish?  
 
Another question, if a char-
ter boat buys 3,000 
pounds of catch shares 
can that charter boat give 
portions of the 3,000 
pounds to his customers 
so they can catch and 
keep reef fish? Does any 
change in the IFQ/catch 
share program require a 
referendum from among 
the current IFQ/catch 
share holders? Can Con-
gress put a hold on the 
automatic opening of catch 
share purchase to anyone 
slated for January 2012? 

Get on board with a  

winner!!  JOIN SFA  

TODAY. Be a giver 

and not a taker.  

Put something back 

into your industry.  

Call SFA (850) 224 -0612  

SFA QUALITY SEAL TO BE REVAMPED AND OFFERED TO MEMBERS 

 

With so much regional and national publicity about 
ENGOôs offering guidance on what seafood to eat and 
what seafood to avoid, the Board of Directors voted to 
re-initiate the SFA Quality Seal Program and include 
information and recommendations on sustainability 
and traceability. The SFA Board believes state and 
federal governments should determine which stocks 
of fish are sustainable because they are the manag-
ers and have data to determine if a fish stock is over 
fished or undergoing over fishing. The state and fed-
eral fishery agencies are funded by tax dollars to pro-
vide this information.  
 
No fish company or retailer should be forced to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars to get 
a seal or imprimatur from any environmental organization. All members will be notified when 
the seal program is ready.  
 
SFAôs Quality Seal requires quality seafood products, sustainable fish species as well as 
mandating correct species identification, true weight and count and proper labeling. There is 
also a 3rd party aspect connected to the SFA Seal which quantifies that the Seal holder is 
complying with all HACCP requirements.  

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (CBD) TO SUE NMFS 

AND STATE OFFICIALS IN LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI & ALA-

BAMA OVER TURTLE ISSUES  

 

In what appears to be a friendly suit welcomed by NMFS, NMFS veterinarian Brian Stacey was 
quoted in the notification letter from CBD assuming because there was a shrimp in a turtleôs 
mouth the only way the turtle could eat a shrimp was in a shrimp net. Is that so? Maybe and 
maybe not. Could someone passing by the beach put a shrimp in the turtleôs mouth to make it 
look like a shrimp related death. Maybe and maybe not. On page 2 of the CBD letter they state, 
ñthis letter serves as a formal petition for the fisheries service to close the shrimp trawl 
fisheries in state and federal waters and take other actions to conserve protected spe-
cies.ò 
 
Make no mistake this is the major push by the most radical environmental turtle organizations to 
shut down the number one fishery in the Gulf & South Atlantic Ocean. The people who have 
ñdeifiedò sea turtles have no concerns about destroying communities, families and a culture. 
They have no interest in even discussing how the sea turtle stock has grown throughout their 
range because of conservation programs. They have their advocates placed in strategic posi-
tions within and without government and will use any means to stop the production of seafood. 
They have brainwashed children who are now adults into believing the sea turtles are sacred 
and their needs must supersede all human endeavor. This does not bode well for hundreds of 
thousands of people. 
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2011 Annual Meeting Images 

Pres. Sherri gives her report  
Pat Barker receives Jack Hill award  

The Hill family and Mindy  

SFA President Sherri McCoy  

Dr. Barbieri explains red snapper tagging program  

Joanne McNeely  

Dr. Barbieri receives award from Pres McCoy  


