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Location of nearly 4,000 oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico

Although oil spills like Deepwater Horizon are rare, they do occur. It is imperative that more than two back-up, flow-cutoff systems, are mandated and routinely inspected by Homeland Security or other competent federal agency.

The Deepwater Horizon oil spill has the potential to be the worst marine-related environmental disaster in the history of the country. We must learn from it to avoid any repeats.
All efforts must be made to protect wild animals in the ocean and on shore and to protect and rebuild the wetlands and estuaries of all coastal states.  
The citizens who depend on the harvest of seafood and recreational fishing activities must not be overlooked or minimized. This is a human disaster just as much as an environmental disaster.
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