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Revising the Closed Area

NMES will revise the closed area to all fishing in the Southeast EEZ based on the current
location of the oil spill. Wind speed and direction, currents, waves, and other weather
patterns lead to changes in oil location. Closed areas may be reopened if NMFS has

determined that oil has never been in that area. Closed areas may also be
reopened if NMFS has determined that fish and other marine species
located in that area have returned to their baseline levels of
hydrocarbons.

NMEFS will announce the revised closed area via NOAA Weather Radio, fishery bulletin,
and NOAA Web site updates. The updated closed area may also be obtained by calling
the NMFS Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries Division at 727-824-5305.
In order to give fishermen enough time to come into compliance with the revised closed
area, NMFS will announce the revised closed area daily at 12 noon, eastern time (11 a.m.
central time). The revised closed area will become effective at 6 p.m. eastern time (5 p.m.
central time).

If no changes are made to the closed area on a given day, that will be announced as well.
To obtain the coordinates of the revised closed area, go to the following Web site: http.//
sero.nmfs.noaa.gov, or call the NMFS Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries
Division at 727-824-5305.

The Sustainable Fisheries Division After-Hours message includes the updated
coordinates of the closure. NMFS continues to assess the impacts this oil spill is having
on the fishing industry, as well as on the fish and other marine species that inhabit these
waters. Fish and shellfish in oil affected waters may be contaminated with levels of
hydrocarbons above baseline levels.

The FDA considers such seafood to be adulterated, as defined under § 402(a) of the
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act of 1938. The intent of this emergency rule is to prohibit
the harvest of adulterated seafood.



